!
z
z
u
B
e
Th

Pellston Public Schools

PELLSTON ATHLETICS READY TO SOAR INTO A NEW YEAR!
Welcome back Hornet Nation! Our student-athletes and coaches have been working hard for months to
make this Fall season a success. As always, the best place to find the most up-to-date information regarding
Pellston Middle/High School sports (and district news) is at www.pellstonhornets.org!

Homecoming football game is Sept. 16, 2022!
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FREE BREAKFAST & LUNCH FOR ALL ENROLLED STUDENTS!
We are pleased to inform our families that Pellston Public Schools will be participating in the Community Eligibility
Provision (CEP) as part of the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Program for the 2022-23 school year. ALL
students enrolled in our district can receive a healthy breakfast and lunch at NO CHARGE to your household each day.
Please fill out and sign the Household Information Survey that has been mailed home; this form is needed for administrative purposes, not to determine eligibility. This survey allows our school to benefit from various state and federal
supplemental programs and is critical in determining the amount of money the school receives from a variety of supplemental programs. All survey information is confidential. Without your assistance, the district cannot maximize utilization
of available state and federal funds. This survey will also be available in both the elementary and high school offices.

REGISTER FOR 'REMIND' TO RECEIVE IMPORTANT DISTRICT NEWS AND UPDATES
Note: If you are already signed up for Remind, you don’t need to register again.
Pellston Public Schools will continue to communicate important dates, closings, and happenings associated with
school business using the Remind app. Remind allows parents to receive text messages or emails as things develop in
real time. As our membership has grown, we are reconfiguring our Remind Classes in a different way and asking those
who register for this service to do so with the Class that corresponds to their last name, as classes will now be arranged
alphabetically. In the event an announcement is sent out using this service, all members will receive messages in the
same fashion as before, we are simply changing how we organize our memberships. We encourage parents, students,
and community members to sign up for this service in order to stay informed of all things related to Hornet Nation! To
join, simply download the Remind app and follow the directions for adding a class, or you may text 81010 and enter
the specific code in the subject line of the text associated with your class (alphabetic by your last name) as follows:
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From the Superintendent
Pellston Public Schools families,

2022

I hope our students, parents and entire
community had a memorable summer and
you enjoyed all that our beautiful Northern
Michigan location has to offer. I couldn’t be
more thrilled to know that our students will
soon fill our halls and classrooms with their
energy, smiles, and excitement. We have
missed them and can’t wait to see the
amazing things they will accomplish this year.

Sept 5 Labor Day
Sept 6 First day of school
Oct 6
Half-day, parent teacher conf.
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Stephen Seelye ■ sseelye@pellstonschools.org
Superintendent, Pellston Public Schools

Jan 27 Half day, end of 1st semester
Feb. 17 No school, PD day
Feb. 20 No school, mid-winter break
Mar 2

Half day, parent teacher conf.

Mar 3

No school, PD Day

Mar 24
-Apr 3

Spring Break

May 26 No school, ISD-wide PD Day
May 29 Memorial Day
June 2 Graduation ceremony

Class A-F @4e394hc ■ Class G-K @k9d44b ■ Class L-P @78dek9e ■ Class Q-U @bh7fff ■ Class V-Z @ghhdk2
Again, all members should sign up according to their last name as it corresponds to the classes listed.

No school, ISD-wide PD Day

Dec 22Winter Break
Jan 2

I’m filled with pride as I think about this upcoming year. There is such
positive momentum in every corner of our school district that it has become
infectious. I’m truly honored to serve this dedicated and supportive community.
Please reach out anytime you have questions, need support, or have concerns.
My door is always open and I welcome the opportunity to collaborate with you
and support you.
With kind regards,

Nov 1

Important Pellston Public Schools Contacts
Superintendent:
Middle/High School:

(231) 539-8421, ext. 10001
(231) 539-8801

Elementary School:

(231) 539-8421

Transportation:		

(231) 539-8801, ext. 10080

Athletic Director:

(231) 539-8801, ext. 10029

Find all district staff contact information on our
website: www.pellstonschools.org

June 9 Last day, half day

INSIDE:
■ ▪ Meet our new staff!
■ ▪ Messages from the
Middle/High School
▪ CTE in high gear!
■ ▪ Sign up for REMIND
■ ▪ Athletic info
■ ▪ FREE breakfast &
lunch!

The Buzz!
Messages from the

Middle/High & Elementary!
Greetings, Middle/High Hornets!
I could not be more excited to get the school year
started as your new principal! During the previous seven years
spent teaching and coaching at Pellston Middle/High School,
my love for all things Pellston has grown to tremendous
heights. I love our students, and I am committed to being a
leader. I have many plans and initiatives to put in place this year, and they all
center on the work that WE do. I am someone who comes to work and completes my job each day to the best of my abilities, and I will be expecting the
same of each of you. Together, we will put the work in each day to be the best
versions of ourselves, and experience the wonderful feeling of fulfillment that
comes with working hard. We will be recognizing workers through our PBIS
Rewards program, and on social media with the hashtag #HORNETSWORK. I
sincerely hope you have had a great summer making memories, and I cannot
wait to see you working inside of our building!
		
#HORNETSWORK
Sincerely,
Mr. Chris Schlappi, cschlappi@pellsonschools.org
Middle/High School Principal
Hornet Families,
it is my pleasure to welcome you back to school for the 202223 school year! I hope you have had a wonderful summer
enjoying time with your students. We can’t wait for the
opportunity to spend time with them again! From being in
the classrooms and hallways to being on the sidelines of the
court or field, this time of year is amazing for us and we can’t
wait to share the experience with you and your families. As the school year
approaches, please do not hesitate to call or email if you have any questions. I look forward to working with you and your students!
Sincerely,
Mrs. Jennifer Dilworth ■ jdilworth@pellstonschools.org
Middle/High School Counselor
Hornet Nation,
I am thrilled to welcome our staff, students and families for the
2022-23 school year. Even after 24 years in education, nothing
matches the excitement of the back-to-school season. It is my
favorite time of the year! I am excited to have students filling
our classrooms and hallways with their energy and enthusiasm
for learning! I am honored to serve as the principal of Pellston
Elementary. It is truly a privilege to be part of a community where parents,
teachers, and students care for each other and support academic and social
growth.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Tammy VanAntwerp ■ tvanantwerp@pellstonschools.org
Elementary School Principal

Welcoming new staff to the Nest!
PowerSports program revs up for another year!
We are thrilled to be offering our PowerSports CTE
program for a second year. Students are able to get
their hands dirty with hands-on learning working on
all things powersports such as ATVs, snowmobiles,
boats and power equipment. Our Construction Trades
students are near completion of the new CTE building
next to our bus garage that will house the program.
We are excited and grateful for a new partnership with
County Wide PowerSports, which will be providing
two of their skilled technicians to teach the course. At
the end of the year, Walstrom Marine will be offering a
$19,000 scholarship to a graduate of the program to attend the Great Lakes Boat Building School in Cedarville!

From the kitchens
Entering the second year of procuring as much local
produce as possible, we are excited to once again offer
fresh, locally grown salad bars for as long as our farms
are producing. When our growing season is over, we
will continue to work to seek Michigan produce in
its fresh and frozen forms.Big changes to the menus
will find both elementary and middle/high school
cooks and support staff engaging in frequent scratch
cooking of breakfasts and lunches, with a decrease in
processed and prepackaged foods. We also look forward to utilizing produce that was grown in the hoop
house over the summer and any that is planted and
available throughout the fall and winter. With another
school year of anticipated supply chain issues, we will
do our best to find suitable replacements and to notify
families and teachers as soon as possible. Looking
forward to a school year of feeding our children to fuel
them for the best possible outcomes for their physical,
mental and emotional health. - Amy Beach

Hornet’s Nest Food Pantry
The Hornet’s Nest Food Pantry made a buzzing
entrance into the MS/HS building last spring. This
amazing student-focused pantry was started in collaboration with local volunteers and the Northmen Den
Food Pantry. From personal care items to food, this
pantry is open one day a week during the MS/HS lunch.

NMU Internet partnership
Pellston Public Schools is proud to be partnering with
Northern Michigan University Educational Access
Network to bring affordable, high-speed broadband
connection that allows K-12 students and their families
to connect to our school’s network. You can learn more
by going to: nmu.edu/EAN or emailing:
eansupport@nmu.edu.

School day schedule: Middle/high 8:10 a.m.-3:10 p.m. ▪ Elementary: 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m

JARED ANDERSON, Business office

I am excited to return and continue making a positive
impact on our amazing school. I graduated from Pellston in 2017. After graduation I went to the University
of Michigan-Flint where I earned my bachelor’s degree,
double majoring in economics and actuarial mathematics. Last year I came back as an assistant in Pellston’s
finance office and this year I step into a new role as
Finance Director. Some of you may already know me
from my previous role or my coaching experience with
the middle school football and basketball teams, or
assisting with the varsity basketball and baseball teams.

ASHLEA FLORES, 3rd grade teacher

I have my bachelor’s degree from Saginaw Valley State
University. I have plenty of experience in classrooms
from subbing, grades K-12. I am from the “thumb” of
Michigan, but have worked on Mackinac Island
seasonally for 13 years. I live in Mackinaw City with
my boyfriend, and our two young boys. I am beyond
thrilled to be working with and loving on our little
Hornets!

AUDREY JUTIS, Social studies teacher
This is my first year teaching! I have a bachelor’s degree
in secondary social studies education from Adrian
College (go Dawgs!) where I also played NCAA golf. I
enjoy reading, watching movies, going to concerts,
spending the day at the beach, and hitting the slopes in
the winter. I am thrilled to join the Pellston community
and cannot wait to start the school year!

NICHOLAS MESNARD, Physical education
teacher, Athletic Director
This will be year 4 of teaching physical education. I grew
up in Petoskey, graduating in 2015. I then went on to
play college basketball. I enjoy anything and everything
sports related, fishing, and spending time with family. I
have spent the last 3 years living in Florida and am glad
to be back up North!

LEE MINZEY, Transportation Director
I recently moved into the Transportation Director
position. I have been with Pellston Public Schools for 8
years driving school bus and bus maintenance. I live in
Pellston with my wife. We have 4 children and 6 grandchildren. My hobbies include farming, gardening and
beekeeping.

SPENCER SCHARF, Middle/high school
interventionist
I have an associate’s degree in art and currently working
towards my bachelor’s degree in fine arts and a teaching certificate. I am very excited to be joining the team
with my wife, Ashley.

www.pellstonschools.org
SUSAN BEEBE, GSRP associate teacher,
4-year-old program

This will be my first year as the associate teacher with
Little Hornet Preschool. I recently moved back to Northern
Michigan and live in Indian River. I enjoy kayaking, riding
my motorcycle, hiking, camping and most of all spending
time with my family. I have 3 grown children, 2 married
and 1 engaged. I also have 4 grandchildren and 1 more
one the way! I am so super excited to be working here!

KIARA FYKE, Kindergarten teacher

This will be my first full year teaching. I received my
bachelor’s degree in elementary education through Lake
Superior State University. I am a Pellston alumni, so I am
absolutely thrilled to be teaching at Pellston schools. In my
free time I enjoy reading, going to the beach, and spending time with my family. I am so excited to be a part of the
Hornet community!

HEATHER LAPEER,
3rd grade interventionist
This will be my first year as an interventionist and I’m so
excited to get started. I live in Alanson with my husband
and two children. In my free time I enjoy reading, crafting,
fishing, and being with my family. I cannot wait to meet
everyone and start this school year!

SHANNON MOORE,
K-12 music teacher

This will be my first year teaching, but I have been in the
district for the last two years in the college adviser role. I
have my bachelor’s degree in music Education from
Michigan State University (go Green!). I grew up outside
of Cleveland, Ohio. In my free time I enjoy skiing, hiking,
swimming, attending concerts and making music. I am
super excited to be re-starting the music program here
in Pellston!

JENNIFER RABER,
Preschool special education

This will be my third year at Pellston and my 20th year of
teaching. I have a master’s degree in elementary education
with an early childhood endorsement from Spring Arbor
University. I am currently working toward a certification in
special education through Grand Valley State University. I
live in Wolverine with my boyfriend, Matt, and our red lab,
Jax. We have two grown children, Dominic and Brooke.

Kayla Schlappi,
GSRP 4-year-old program lead teacher

This will be my first year as the lead GSRP teacher in the
Little Hornets Preschool. This will be my fifth year teaching
in Pellston preschool programs. I live in Pellston with my
husband and two children. I enjoy spending time with my
family, all sports, camping and baking. I am super excited
to be leading my classroom and cannot wait to meet our
new Hornets!

